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Director's notes

To My Theatre Heroes,

I can’t think of  a better way to describe you all. I wake up every morning 
excited and amazed that this cast and crew have taken on yet another of  my 
crazy fever dreams. That anyone would do this, let alone a talented group such 
as yours, is unfathomable to me. To come together, memorize MY words, 
dress up, put on makeup, build sets, and rustle up paying audiences to put on 
this play is beyond unreal. Thank you.

I would especially like to thank Amy Underwood and Angel Palmer for believing 
in me enough to take a risk on an original play, when there are a treasure trove 
of  wonderful works available. It takes guts to choose something no one has 
ever heard of  over tried and true Miller or Ibsen or the Bard. Thank you.

Newspapers and the dark, smart, relentless reporters and editors that inhabit 
them get my final lines of  gratitude. You’ve taken quite a beating in the recent 
past, but you keep persevering to bring important information to help preserve 
an informed electorate. 

Thank you.
Christopher Scott Brooks

Director’s Notes:

It is an honor to serve as director for the opening production of  the Zanesville 
Community Theater’s 59th season. Wow, 59 consecutive seasons! That is an 
accomplishment for any community theatre, and the fact that we’re kicking 
it off  with the premier of  a new, never-before-seen play makes it even more 
special. Deadline has come together as truly an ensemble effort, beginning with 
the creation of  the piece by playwright Christopher Brooks, to the talented 
cast who have given life to the characters for the very first time, to the stellar 
technical team, without whose efforts this production would not exist. It has 
been a richly textured experience, and I thank each and every person involved 
with this production for their contribution. I hope Deadline will strike a chord 
with audiences as it has with all of  us.

Amy Underwood

59th 2021-2022 Season Continues

CLUE:  On Stage
Co-Directors:  Jan Smith and Philip Palmer
October 29, 30, November 5, 6, 2021 – 8 PM
October 31, November 7, 2021 – 2:30 PM

BEAUTY AND THE BEAST, JR. - musical
Director: Sarah Gantzer
February 11, 12, 18, 19, 2022 – 7 PM
February 13, 20, 2022 – 2:30 PM

GHOST by Henrik Ibsen
Director: Eric Blake
April 1, 2, 8, 9, 2022 – 8 PM
April 3, 10, 2022 – 2:30 PM

THE IMPORTANCE OF BEING ERNEST by Oscar Wilde
Director:  Jillian B. Von Gunten
May 27, 28, June 3, 4, 2022 – 8 PM
May 29, June 5, 2022 – 2:30 PM

2022 SUMMER THEATER DAY CAMP – June 2022
Camp Director:  Sarah Gantzer

FREAKY FRIDAY – musical
Director:  Sheryl Wise
July 22, 23, 29, 30, 2022 – 7 PM
July 24, 31, 2022 – 2:30 PM

Tickets and Ticket packages available online and in the Box Office
Zanesvillecommunitytheatre.tix.com or zct.org

Any season tickets purchased and not used in our 57th Season 
may be used for our 59th Season

Performance Dates are subject to change
Audition Dates to Be Announced



The Muskingum County Community Foundation - 
$3,750 to be used towards our on-going initiative: 
Setting the Stage for Growth. We will apply the grant 
to seal the heat and cooling losses caused by the 
building’s original 1910 ventilation system. Work is 
to be scheduled after CLUE ON STAGE closes on 
November 7 and be finished by December 31, 2021. 

We’re not quite done with our Setting the Stage for 
Growth project yet:

All projects may be locally funded with your help!

We need to fund new seats (Est: $50,000), sidewalks and handrails 
(Est. $20,000), replacement of the circa 1985 theater dimming 
system and all the incandescent theater lighting with LEDs (saving 
10,000 watts of power per performance or rehearsal) (Est: $145,000 
for equipment, $50,000 for electrician’s services), exterior masonry 
work (Est $45,000), and inside plastering and painting!

Recurring or One-time donations to ZCT via Guidestar and Network 
for Good for Setting the Stage for Growth https://www.nfggive.com/
guidestar/31-6048486

To help our artistic future (normally paid by ticket sales), mail your 
check to:
Zanesville Community Theatre, Inc.
PO Box 2967
Zanesville OH 43702-2967

You may also Mail your check with ZCT-Setting the Stage for Growth 
on the memo line to:
Muskingum County Community Foundation
534 Putnam Ave.  •  Zanesville OH 43701

or make a general donation to our Setting the Stage for Growth 
Initiative - no fees are charged to your CC.

h t tps : / / zanesv i l l ecommun i t y thea t re . t i x . com/Dona t ion .
aspx?OrgNum=296 

THANK YOU for your generous donations!

DEADLINE
PROGRAM & CAST LIST

Setting 
Wilsonville, Indiana in the Wilsonville News Observer Newsroom on 
a Wednesday afternoon in December.

The action is continuous — there is no intermission

CAST LIST

Eric Blake .........................................................................Jack Kelly

Lura Wallace Brannon ....................................................Deb Dingle

Sarah Gantzer ........................................................... Liz Thompson

Jared Gantzer ...........................................Clarence (Bubba) Wilson

Dorlesia Jordan .......................................................Shawn Seavers

Philip Sakal ...............................................................Norman Abbott

Lew Woodard ........................................................... Gene Johnson

Deadline — Voice Overs

Michelle Robison .......................................................... Rotary Lady

Jordan Kendall..........................................................................Child

Sally Goins .................................................................. Shirley Miller

Scott Robison ........................................................................ Dr. Hill

Shelby Stotts ............................................................ Bob Sherwood

Dave Goins .................................................. School Superintendent

Steven Hendershott .................................................... Chief Weston

Philip Palmer ........................................................... Don Masterson

Sarah Henderson ...................................................................Nancy

Julia Gantzer .............................................................Cheryl Jenson



Eric Blake (Jack Kelly) - Eric is currently employed as 
the Chief Compliance Officer for Coler Health Care.  He 
has had a love of the theatre for many years and he 
enjoys directing as well as being on stage. It was instilled 
in him at an early age the importance of working behind 
the scenes as well as acting.  Eric currently serves as 
Vice President of the Board of Directors at Zanesville 
Community Theatre.  Eric’s directing credits include: The 
Little Foxes, Grey Gardens, Three Tall Women, Chicago, 
Proof, Spring Awakening, August, Osage County, Sweeney Todd, The 
Demon Barber of Fleet Street, RENT, Doubt, J.B., Who’s Afraid of Virginia 
Woolf, and The Lion In Winter.  On stage, Eric has recently appeared in 
Death of a Salesman, O’Donnell’s Pub, Cat on a Hot Tin Roof, Taming of 
the Shrew, Blithe Spirit, Murder On The Nile, Into the Woods, The Hollow,  
The Diary of Anne Frank, Sweeney Todd, and The Crucible; just to name 
a few.
Eric is excited to be part of the world premiere of Deadline by Christopher 
Brooks. He is also grateful for the opportunity to work with this amazing 
cast and crew as they bring to life these characters and tell their story. 
Eric wishes to take this opportunity to thank his wife Janice for her 39 years 
of love and support and for helping him to make the time to be involved with 
theatre and many other community activities.
Enjoy the show!

Lura Wallace Brannon (Deb Dingle) - Lura Wallace 
Brannon graced the stage most recently as Judith Bliss 
in Hay Fever by Noel Coward. Before that, she portrayed 
Peggy in Godspell, as well as many smaller roles in greats 
such as 9 to 5, Into the Woods, and Young Frankenstein. 
She has enjoyed the challenge of developing into Deb 
Dingle, a character who has never been portrayed on 
stage before. It has been a fun new experience with the 
theater.

Sarah Gantzer (Liz Thompson) - Sarah is absolutely 
thrilled with the opportunity to be the first to partner with 
Chris and Amy to develop this original character for this 
world premiere production! She has had the immense 
pleasure to enjoy many amazing roles on stage in the 
past, including: Nancy Lee in The Night of January 16th, 

Cast Bios in order of appearance

DEADLINE

Updates on current construction grants:

At the end of April 2020, we finished up the State of Ohio Capital 
Grant of $250,000 awarded in 2019 and completed the replacement 
of all HVAC systems, replacement, and improvement of our hot water 
delivery system, 90% of all windows and doors and the installation 
of black out blinds and replaced our circa 1985 production intercom 
system. 

In March 2021 we applied for and received three grants from the 
following local foundations: 

The Robert E. Fellers and Leona L. Fellers 
Foundation Trust $4,500 to offset operating and 
production expenses for our 2021 Summer Theater 
Day Camp for students aged 5 through 17
Completed June 2021

The J.W. & M.H. Straker Charitable Foundation - 
$50,000 supporting the updating and installation of 
code compliant electrical systems. VMP Engineering 
has completed the construction plans, MidEast 
Ohio Building Department has approved the plans 
without modification, local commercial electricians 

have been invited to bid and have scheduled walk throughs by 
appointment, bids were due August 6, 2021.Hittle Electric was the 
successful bidder for the project. Work is to be scheduled after CLUE 
ON STAGE closes on November 7 and be finished by December 31, 
2021. 
Zanesville Community Theatre, Inc. is very pleased to have developed 
this great new collaboration with the J.W. & M.H. Straker Charitable 
Foundation!

Pardon our dust....



Production Team
DEADLINE

Director ..............................................................................Amy Underwood

Producer .................................................................................Angel Palmer

Asst. Producer .................................................................. Cary Underwood

Technical Director ...................................................Carleton B. Underwood

Sound Designer/Programmer .......................................Steven Hendershott

Clock Watcher ................................................................ Jillian Von Gunten

Stage Manager ........................................................................Shirley Perry

Costumes, Hair and Makeup ................................................................Cast

Set Design and Build ..........................................Eric Blake, Jared Gantzer,

 Phil Sakal, Tony Palmer

Set Painting .........................................................Angel Palmer, Phil Sakal,

 Jaiden Kendall, Jordan Kendall

Website .......................................Carl Underwood and Steven Hendershott

Headshots .........................Sarah Henderson, Desired Focus Photography

Production Stills ................................................................ Cary Underwood

Video Graphics and Logos .................................................Harrison Brooks

Video animation and compositing ........................................Elijah Rawlings 

Newspaper Consultants ............................... Candy Brooks, Cheryl Zupan, 

 and Steve Crosby 

Box Office ...................... Jillian Von Gunten, Jan Kiikka, and Angel Palmer

ACKNOWLEDGMENTS
WHIZ, Philip Sakal, John Cox, Katie Frame, Zane Gray Elementary, 
Times Recorder, WYBZ, WOUB, Philip and Anthony Palmer, 
Murphy Family, Shelby Stotts, Jane Ann Perry, Julia Gantzer

Rapunzel in Into the Woods, Cookie Cusack in Rumors, Marian the Librarian 
in The Music Man, Gerda Christow in The Hollow, Elizabeth Proctor in The 
Crucible, Rosa Bud in The Mystery of Edwin Drood, Hermia, in A Midsummer 
Night’s Dream, Ulla in The Producers, Laura in The Glass Menagerie, Fiona in 
Shrek the Musical, and Helen in Fun Home. Next Up, you will be able to see 
Sarah as Miss Scarlet in Clue: The Stage Show here at ZCT, later this fall.
Sarah currently serves as Secretary for the Board of Directors for Zanesville 
Community Theatre, a board member for the South Eastern Ohio Symphony 
Orchestra, Drama Club Advisor for Zanesville High School, Elementary Robotics 
Coach at National Road Elementary, and is a Jazz and Ballet Instructor at 
Movement on Main Center for Dance. She is also a Language Arts teacher 
and Literacy Coach for Zanesville City Schools. She lives in Zanesville with her 
husband Jared, and their five children. She thanks you so much for supporting 
the arts in our community.

Jared Gantzer (Clarence "Bubba" Wilson) - Jared is 
excited to portray Bubba in the world premiere of Deadline 
at Zanesville Community Theatre. Jared has been lucky 
enough to have performed in several shows at both of the 
Community Theaters in town. Some of his favorite roles 
at ZCT include Jesus in Godspell, Charles Condomine in 
Blithe Spirit, Carmen Ghia in The Producers, Billy Flynn 
in Chicago and Paul Singer in Moon Over Buffalo. Some 
of his favorite roles at the Renner Theatre include Juror 
No. 8 in 12 Angry Men, The Gentleman Caller in The 
Glass Menagerie, The Scarecrow in The Wizard of Oz, Lord Farquaad in Shrek 
the Musical and Lawrence “Guts” Regan in Night of January Sixteenth. Jared 
lives in Zanesville with his wife Sarah and their five children and wants to thank 
you for supporting the arts in our community!!!

Dorlesia Jordan (Shawn Seavers) - Dorlesia has been 
participating in shows at Zanesville Community Theatre 
intermittently for the past 20 years. She has made many 
wonderful memories and life long friendships on the 
stage of ZCT. She has thoroughly enjoyed bringing the 
character of Shawn Seavers to life and appreciates each 
of you for coming to support the show.

Cast Bios
DEADLINE



Philip Sakal (Norman Abbott) - Phil's love of theatre 
began while he was in his high school's Drama Club. 
Some of his favorite shows to be a part of were: Les 
Miserable, Murder on the Nile, Bye Bye Birdie, and 
Chicago, to name a few!
Phil is very excited to be a part of the talented cast 
of Deadline as Norman Abbott. He is also honored to 
be part of a world premiere show, and to get to play a 
character that no one has played before.
When not on stage, you can find him playing guitar, 
on the golf course, and spending time with his fiancée 
Alaine and friends, or keeping tabs on the weather on WHIZ-TV as the 
weekday morning and noon meteorologist.
Thank you for supporting the local arts and Enjoy the Show!
“30”

Lew Woodard (Gene Johnson) -  I am just one who 
has been blessed with a number of opportunities to 
perform with the Zanesville Community Theatre over 
the past few years.  From Mel Brooks to Shakespeare, 
from Agatha Christie to Steinbeck, I have tirelessly 
honed my skills at name dropping, scene stealing and 
other equally annoying habits.  I am enriched to know 
the many talented people who make up Zanesville 
Community Theatre.  OK, maybe “enriched” is a little 
too sappy; but they are good folks. Real good folks.
As a born and raised Hoosier, I am proud that 
DEADLINE is set in Indiana. I imagine that’s because we Hoosiers have 
so little else to be proud of, but I digress.  That being said, I truly hope you 
enjoy our performance of Christopher Brooks’ DEADLINE.

Cast Bios
DEADLINE

There will also be a question-and-answer 
session following the September 12 

matinee with the playwright, newspaper 
professionals and the cast. Audience 
members are encouraged to attend.

Staff Bios
DEADLINE

Christopher Brooks (Playwright) - For many years Christopher Scott 
Brooks has worked as a film music producer, supervisor, and editor with over 
250 films and TV shows (Goodfellas, Pirates of the Caribbean, Galavant) 
to his credit. He has had the good fortune to travel the world, working with 
some of the most successful directors, composers, and musicians. Brooks 
is also an adjunct professor at USC and a frequent lecturer at New York 
University and Johns Hopkins University.  He has penned two textbooks that 
are part of the curriculum of several universities. Among his other writings 
are cookbooks, screenplays, television pilots, short stories, and magazine 
articles. His first novel, The Five-Year Plan, is available where you buy 
books. Brooks is currently working on his second novel and another stage 
play.

Amy Underwood (Director) is a nearly fifty-year veteran of area 
community theatre productions. She has been involved in many aspects of 
production, including lighting, publicity, stage managing, properties and front 
of house duties. She has also been onstage in a wide variety of productions 
over the years, including drama, both contemporary and classical, as well as 
many productions of Shakespeare. This will be her second collaboration on 
an original script by Christopher Scott Brooks.

Angel Palmer (Producer) - Angel has been involved in community theater 
since 2000. She loves the opportunities the theater has given her to create 
an extended family and develop lifelong friendships. Angel has been involved 
in all aspects of theater; from running crew and manning the follow spot, 
to producing and directing. While she loves being onstage, she also loves 
being behind the scenes helping make those on-stage shine. 

It is an honor for her to be part of a premier production and is looking forward 
to watching the actors give life to these characters. She is thankful to Eric, 
Val, Pam, and Phil for always supporting her crazy ideas and to Amy for 
bringing peace to her crazy life. 

She is also grateful to Christopher Brooks for writing a show that allows her 
to meet new friends and make new memories.


